Facing Your Giants 


Max Lucado 



Dashed Hopes 

• David is now old with the, I intended... that marks his life 

• The hands that once swung the sling now hang limp 

• The feet the danced before the ark now shuffle 

• David now has this I intended... moment in his life 

• David's Address about the Temple 

• 1 Now David assembled at Jerusalem all the officials of Israel, the princes 
of the tribes, and the commanders of the divisions that served the king, 
and the commanders of thousands, and the commanders of hundreds, and 
the overseers of all the property and livestock belonging to the king and his 
sons, with the officials and the mighty men, even all the valiant men. '2 
Then King David rose to his feet and said, "Listen to me, my brethren and 
my people; I had intended to build a permanent home for the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord and for the footstool of our God. So I had made 
preparations to build it. (1 Ch 28:1-2) 







David's Plans 

David wanted to build a temple 

What he had done for Israel, he wanted to do for the ark 
protect it 

What he had done with Jerusalem, he wanted to do with the temple 
establish it 

Who else better than David, he literally wrote the book on worship 

Wasn't he the one who rescue the ark of the covenant? 

The temple would have been his signature deed 

David intended to dedicate his final years to build the shrine of God 

Architects are chosen, builders selected, blueprints and plans drawn up, 
and temple columns sketched 

So once again David has this I had intended... I made preparations moment 
in his life 



Intentions and Preparations 

No temple 

Why did David get discouraged? 

No he was willing 
Are the people resistant? 

Not at all they gave generously 
Were the resources scarce 
So what happens? 

A conjunction happened 

Conjunctions operate like signal lights of sentences 
Sometimes they're green, sometimes they're yellow and sometimes they're red 
David has gotten a red light 

"But God said to me, 'You shall not build a house for My name because you are a 
man of war and have shed blood.' 4 "Yet, the Lord, the God of Israel, chose me 
from all the house of my father to be king over Israel forever. For He has chosen 
Judah to be a leader; and in the house ofJudah, my father's house, and among 
the sons of my father He took pleasure in me to make me king over all Israel. (1 
Ch 28:3-4) 
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Stop Light 



2 Then King David rose to his feet and said: "Hear me, my brothers and my people. 
I had it in my heart to build a house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
and for the footstool of our God, and I made preparations for building. 3 But God 
said to me, 'You may not build a house for my name, for you are a man of war 
and have shed blood/ (1 Ch 28:2-3) 

David's bloodthirsty temperament has cost him building the temple 

I had intended 

I had made preparations 

But God gives David gets the stop light 

Point #1. God has the final outcome of our "I intended" situations of life. 
Discussion question #1: How do you respond to the "but God" moments in life? 

New born child who dies 

Co-worker Kevin 

Fire Department Chaplain 




Taking Goliath Down 

• He sits by our bedside, hoping his voice 
will be the 1 st thing you hear the morning 

• He steals our waking thoughts 

• He awakes us with words of worry 

• Stirs us with thoughts of stress 

• If we dread the day before we begin our day, our giant has been by our bedside 
all night long 

• He talks more trash than players on an inner city basketball league 

• Goliaths still roam our world today 

• Debt, disaster, dialysis, danger, deceit, disease, depression, ect 

• Point #2. Focus on giants- we stumble, focus on God- our giants tumble 

• Do what David did, pick up five stones and make five decisions 

• Why not 2 or 20 stones, rereading David's story reveals five answers 

• Use your five fingers to remind you of the five stones you need to face down your 
Goliath 








The Stone of the Past 

Goliath jogged David's memory, while everyone else quivered 

David remembered, God had given him strength to wrestle a lion and strong-arm 
a bear. 

34 But David said to Saul, "Your servant used to keep sheep for his father. And 
when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, 35 1 went after 
him and struck him and delivered it out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, 

I caught him by his beard and struck him and killed him. 36 Your servant has struck 
down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of 
them, for he has defied the armies of the living God."(l Sa 17:33-36). 

A good memory makes heroes. 

A bad memory make wimps. 

Point #3. Write today's worries in sand, chisel yesterday his victories in stone 

The memories of our past will remind us what God has done before and will do it 
again. 

12 Remember the wondrous works that he has done... (1 Ch 16:12) 

God is always on the sidelines cheering for you 

Discussion question ft2. Can you remember a time in your life when you had to 
remember that God is for you and not against you? 



The Stone of Prayer 

The valley between your thumb and your finger, should remind us that before we 
go high, we must go low before ascending to the fight. 

King David descended to prepare for facing his giants. 

During this time we must dedicate time to prayer. 

The apostle Paul wrote, 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for 
all the Lord's people (Eph 6:18) 

Prayer is the key factor in David's success 

When Saul's soldiers try to capture him, David turn toward God: 16 But I will sing of 
your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my 
refuge in times of trouble. (Ps 59:16) 

When David soaked his mind in God, he stood. When he didn't he flopped 

He didn't write a song when he seduced Bathsheba or the day he murdered Uriah 

3 You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they 
trust in you. (Is 26:3) 

Peace is promised to the one who fixes thier thoughts and desires on the King 



The Stone of Priority 

Point #4. Let your tallest finger remind you of your highest priority: God's 
reputation. 

46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I'll strike you down and 
cut off vour head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to 
the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God 
in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that 
the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give all of you into our 
hands." (1 Sa 17:46-47) 

David saw Goliath as a chance for God to show off! 

David didn't know he would exit the battle alive, but he was willing to give his life 
for God's reputation 

Discussion question #3. Can you think of a time in your life when you allowed 
God to show off His reputation? 

Your battle with cancer is a chance for God to flex his healing muscles 
Our sin is God's opportunity to showcase grace. 

Our struggling marriage can billboards God's power. 



The Stone of Passion 


As Goliath moved closer to attack, David quickly ran out to meet him. 

48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward 
the battle line to meet him. 49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, 
he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into 
his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. (1 Sa 17:48-49) 

David ran, not away from, but toward his giant. 

David lobotomized the giant because he emphasize the Lord 

Who bet on David? Who put money on the kid from Bethlehem? 

Not the Philistines. Not the Hebrews. Not David siblings or David's king 

But God did. 

Itemizing problems won't solve them. Categorizing rejections won't 
remove them. 

Left our ring finger remind us to take up the stone of passion. 



The Stone of Persistence 


David didn't think one rock would do, because he knew Goliath had four huge 
relatives 

16 And Ishbi-benob, one of the descendants of the giants, whose spear weighed 
three hundred shekels of bronze, and who was armed with a new sword, thought 
to kill David. (2 Sa 21:16) 

In verse 18 it gives a list of other descendants of Goliath. 

20 And there was again war at Gath, where there was a man of great stature, who 
had six fingers on each hand, and six toes on each foot, twenty-four in number, 
and he also was descended from the giants. (2 Sa 21:20) 

22 These four were descended from the giants in Gath, and they fell by the hand 
of David and by the hand of his servants. (2 Sa 21:22) 

David may have chosen five stones because of Goliath's four other relatives who 
were giants as well. 

David knew that they would come running down the hill to defend their relative. 



Never Give Up 

David was ready to empty the chamber if that's what it took 

We should never give up 

One prayer might not be enough 

One apology might not do it 

You might get knocked down a time or two... but don't quit 

Keep loading the rocks 

Keep swinging the sling 

David took five stones 

He made five decisions 

Past, prayer, priority, passion and persistence 

Next time Goliath wakes us up, reach for a stone 

Odds are, he'll be out of the room before you can load your swing 

Always remember Jesus, who is our rock that will not be moved. 

If God is for us who can be against us 



